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Fisherfolk community rejects
plans for development of 1slands

KARACHI: Speakers at a
programme held to mark
the World Fisheries Day on
Saturday vowed to safe-
guard rights of indigenous
fishermen and rejected
plans for development of
islands under the recently
promulgated presidential
ordinance.

They were speaking at
the fisheries day’s celebra-
tions organised by Pakistan
Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) in
Ibrahim  Hyderi. This
yvear’s theme of the day was
‘Fisher peoples’ sover-
eigntyonall marineislands
and guarding rights of the
fisher people’. The day is
celebrated by the fisher-
folk communities through-
out the world on Nov 21
every year.

PFF chairman Moham-

mad Ali Shah said that the

forum would safeguard
rights of indigenous fisher-
folk and not tolerate any
decision that went against
their interests.

Ile said that around
300,000 fisherfolk in Sindh
and Balochistan solely
depended on marine [ish-
ing, mostly in crecks, while
the government had decided
to construct cities on islands
that would block fisherfolk’s
paths and deprive them of
their livelihood.

He said the federal gov-
ernment had constituted
Pakistan Islands
Development Authority to
build a city on twin islands
of Bundal and Dingi in
Karachi and the forum was
protesting against the deci-
sion on the fisheries day.

He said the decision was
not only against the coun-

try’s Constitution but it also
went against international
conventions and agree-
ments, which provided
social, economic and cul-
tural sovereignty to indige-
nous people.

In addition to this, the
fisherfolk faced a number of
other serious problems,
including increase in
marine pollution, unconven-
tional and non-traditional
fishing practices by use of
destructive nets and deep-
sea trawlers, which had
ruined ecosystem and dras-
tically affected livelihood of
fishermen, he said.

Pakistan Peoples Party’s
MPA Mahmood Alam
Jamote said that use of
banned nets had damaged
fish stocks in the sea.
Therefore, nobody should
use the nets themselves nor

allow others to use them, he
said.

The participants in the
programme demanded that
no construction should be
made on the islands, the
presidential ordinance
should be withdrawn and
foreign deep-sea trawlers
should not be issued
licenses. No industrial and
domestic waste be dis-
charged into the sea without
treatment in order 1o reduce
marine pollution and at
least 35 MAF water should
be released downstream
Kotri Barrage to recharge
Indus delta, they said.

Researcher and historian
Gul Hassan Kalmati called
for launching a joint strug-
gle to save Sindh’s assets
and said that PPP should
take up the issue in
Senate.—PPI
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PFF vows to guard

1ndi genous

fishermen’s rights

@ OUR CORRESPONDENT
KARACHI

The Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum
(PFF) vowed on Saturday to
guard the rights of indigenous
fishermen and resist any con-
struction on the islands off

Karachi's shores.
They made the pledge on

World Fisheries Day, ob-
Served o November 21 every
year, during an event held in
Ibrahim Hyderi.

Speaking on the occasion,
PFF chairperson Muhammad
Ali Shah held firm that any de-
cision against indigenous fish-
erfolk would not be tolerated.

"Around three million fisher-
men in Sindh and Balochistan

depend on marine fishing,
mostly in creeks, and the
government's decision to
construct cities on [Dingi and
Bhandar] islands will block
their path to fishing sites, de-

priving them of livelihood,"
Shah said. He further stated
that the PFF was registering
its protest against the decision
this World Fisheries Day, as
islands were places for fishing
and home to mangrove forests,

Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
MPA Mahmood Alam Jamot
lamented that along Sindh’s
coast, 2.5 million fishermen,
who directly or indirectly de-
pended on marine and fresh-
water fisheries, were living in
poverty.

Later, partcipants put forth
their demands, foremost of
which was acknowledging

that the islands belonged to
the fishermen of Sindh and

Balochistan. They demanded
that no construction should
be carried out on Dingi and
Bhandar islands and the con-
troversial islands ordinance be
withdrawn.
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World Fisheries Day moot vows to
guard fishing community’s rights

Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum chairman, others oppose plan to develop cities on islands, demand ban on deep-sea trawlers

By Zia Ur Rehman

Marking World Fisheries Day
on Saturday, speakers at an
event vowed to guard rights
of the indigenous fishermen
and reject any construction
on islands of the Arabian
Sea.

The event was organised
by the Pakistan Fisherfolk
Forum (PFF) with the
themes, 'Fisher people’s sov-
ereignty on all marine is-
lands’ and '‘Guard rights of
the fisher people’, at Mir
Jamot Jetty in the coastal
neighbourhood of Ibrahim
Hyderi.

It was the central and last
event of the week-long activ-
ities that began on Novem-
ber 16 throughout Sindh in
connection with World Fish-

eries Day.

Hundreds of fishermen |
and women as well as civil
society activists attended the
event. A large number of rep- |

resentatives of the fishing

community from Thatta and [

Sujawal districts also partic-
ipated in the event.

World Fisheries Day is
celebrated every year on No-
vember 21 across the world
" by the fishing communities.
Since its inception in 1998,
the PFF has been observing
the day every year.

World Fisheries Day has
helped highlight problems of
the fishing community and
find solutions for them and
in the long term identify sus-
tainable means of maintain-
ing fish stocks, said Muham-
mad Ali Shah, the PFF

chaimman
" He added that the fisher
people rights body would
guard the rights of the com-
munity and not tolerate any
decision against the indige-
nous fishermen

He said around three mil-
lion fishermen in Sindh and
Balochistan depended on
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creeks, while the govem-
ment had decided to develop
islands and construct cities
that would close deprive the
fishermen of livelihood.

The federal government
has constituted the Pakistan
Islands Development Au-
thority (PIDA) to construct
cities on the twin islands of
Bhundar (Bundal) and Dingi
without any consultation
with the Sindh government;
however, the area falls under
the provincial jurisdiction,
Shah said.

“The PFF is protesting
against such decisions and
this year celebrating this
World Fisheries Day by
protesting the construction
of cities over islands as they
are the places for fishing and

F.

A speaker addresses an event organised by the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum in Ib
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“Such federal govern-  Talkingonotherissuesof  Pakistan Peoples Party
ment’s action is not only the fishermen, Shah said a (PPP) Sindh Assembly mem-

against the constitution of
Pakistan but it is also against
international conventions
and agreements, which pro-
vide for social, economic
and cultural sovereignty to
the indigenous people.”

He said Pakistan has a
coastal belt of over 1,050
kilometres and there are 300
small and big islands located
along the Sindh coast only
that would be taken into
control by the federal gov-
emment. Such islands are
home to thousands of
hectares of mangrove
forests, which are nurseries
of fish and shrimps while
these creeks from Karachito
Thatta are fishing grounds

marine fishing mostly in mangrove forests” he said.  for the fishermen, he added.

recent United Nations study
reported that more than two
thirds of the world's fisheries
had been overfished or was
fully harvested and more
than one third was in a state
of decline because of factors
such as the loss of essential
fish habitats, pollution and
global wanning.

The fishermen have been
suffering a series of prob-
lems, including ghastly in-
creasing marine pollution,
and unconventional and non-
traditional fishing practices
incdluding destructive nets
and deep-sea trawlers that
have niined the ecosystem
and drastically affected the
livelihood of the fishermen,
he said.

ber Mahmood Alam Jamot
said Pakistan had a coast of
1,050 kilometres, of which
Balochistan coast was
spread over 700 kilometres
and Sindh coast was spread
around 350 kilometres. How-
ever, Sindh's 2.5 million fish-
ermen who directly or indi-
rectly are dependent on
marine and freshwater fish-
eries are economically de-
pressed and lacked basic fa-
cilities, he added.

He said that the use of
banned nets had damaged
the fish stocks and so such
nets should never be used.

Researcher and histonian
Gul Hassan Kalmati said
they needed to initiate a joint
struggle to save their manne
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World Fisheries Day on Salurday.

assets. He added that the
PPP, which had a majority in
the Senate must take up the
issue at the upper house of
Pardiament.

Participants at the event
declared that the islands
were the property of the fish-
ermen of Balochistan and
Sindh and no construction
should be made on them and
the presidential ordinance
for the PIDA should be with-
drawn

They added that foreign
deep-sea trawlers nears the
Karachi coast should not be
issued licences as they were
damaging fish stocks.

In order to reduce marine
pollution, no industrial as
well as residential waste
should be discharged into
the sea without treatment,

they said. They also de-
manded sufficient release of
water downstream Kotri to
provide life to the Indus
delta.

Human Rights Commis-
sion of Pakistan co-chair
Asad lqbal Butt, trade union-
ist

Usman Baloch, fishing
community leader Fatima
Majeed, Awami Workers
Party Sindh President
Bakhshal Thalho, fisher folk
leader Jan Alam Jamot and
Jeay Sindh Mahaz chief
Abdul Khaliq Junejo also ad-
dressed the gathering

A colourful cultural pro-
gramme was also held,
which included songs and
tableaus where youths high-
lighted issues of the fishing

people.
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PFF celebrates
World Fisheries Day

KARACHI (Staff Reporter):
Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum
on Saturday celebrated the
World Fisheries Day with
a renewed commitment to
continue the struggle for
protection of fishermen'
rights. The PFF leadership
organised the celebrations
of the World Fisheries Day
at [brahim Hyderi. Hundreds
of fishermen and women as
well as civil society workers
had gathered at Mir jJamot
jetty. Fishermen from That-
ta, Sujawal, Badin, Jamshoro,
Hyderabad and other dis-
tricts also participated in the
celebration. During the cel-
ebration, a colourful cultural
programme was also held,
which included songs and
tableaus where youth high-
lighted issues of the fishing
people. The central program
was held after one-week ac-
tivities from November 16-
21 throughout the province.
Chairman PFF, Muhammad
Ali Shah, said that the PFF
would guard the rights of
the fisher people. He said
the World Fisheries Day was
celebrated every year on No-
vember 21 throughout the
world by the fisherfolk com-
munities. From its inception
in 1998, Pakistan Fisherfolk
Forum has been celebrating
and observing this event cv-
ery year. He said around 3.0
million fishermen in Sindh
and Balochistan depended
on marine fishing mostly in
creeks. In order to reduce
marine pollution, no indus-
trial as well as residential
waste be discharged in to the
sea without treatment, they
observed, and added that at
least 35 MAF water should
be released downstream
Kotri to provide life to the
Indus Delta,
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